Hague went on record as asserting that if nominated, Roosevelt "has no chance of winning at the election in November… he cannot carry a single state east of the Mississippi and very few in the far west… Why consider the one man who is weakest in the eyes of the rank and file?"
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Having backed the wrong horse, and ridden it to the end, Hague had to scramble fast to make amends. He did so with characteristic shamelessness; as soon as it was announced Roosevelt would fly to Chicago to accept his nomination in person, Hague got himself appointed to the committee to welcome the nominee on behalf of the convention. 18 Afterwards, while maintaining "I have no apologies to make for the battle conducted at the Democratic Convention in Chicago,"
he publicly urged the Hudson County Democratic Committee to disregard any of his preconvention statements uttered in the "white heat of political conflict" and fall into line behind FDR. At a meeting of the Democratic National Committee on January 9 th , 1936, Hague had sponsored a resolution asserting "the coming campaign will be a struggle for the principle that the first duty of Government is toward the welfare of all the people" and "a battle between a small and powerful minority representing the forces of greed and privilege and the mass of our people who ask for a fair field for their enterprises and for their right to a decent living." 37 However, during the campaign, Hague emerged as a somewhat unlikely advocate for business interests, and was constantly urging Roosevelt to tone down his class war rhetoric.
During a campaign conference chaired by Farley, Hague was aggressive enough towards the Republican ticket: "don't fight them with cream puffs if they are using ice picks on us." But he urged the President to take the have-not vote for granted and offer an olive branch to the haves:
The small business man is being scared, the white-collared man is being scared… Farley was dismissive: "Half of these big fellows are men he has saved, and they would murder him now. There is not a thing he can do to get these fellows for him." But Hague persisted.
"The attitude of the President has been such that he has been playing into their hands. Don't let 57 New Jersey's election laws provided that prior to the primaries for selection of Republican and Democratic candidates nominating petitions must be filed by others desiring a place on the general election ballot. As the primaries were held in May, before Lemke became a candidate, he was automatically barred from nominating himself by petition and made no effort to do so. Supporters resorted to stickers, as those writing in the names of candidates also had to supply the names of the individual electors. 58 78 Third party candidates managed 16,157 votes (0.89%) between them. Of that, the write-in effort for Lemke netted him a derisory 9,407 votes, barely one half of one percent of the total. In no county did he win more than one percent of the vote. 
